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Extremist groups draw on public anger at the abuse of power

Houthi rebels in Yemen, Taliban in Afghanistan, ISIS in Iraqg, Boko
Haram in Nigeria

Corrupt state institutions facilitate extremist groups’ operations:
1an, and arms flows




Mercy Corps report Youth and Conseguences
2015):

> IVE

Of political violence



UNDP report Journey to Extremism in Africa (2017):
Interviewed nearly 600 former members of Al-Shabaab
and Boko Haram, as well as of ISIL, al Qaida, and others.

Isaffection with government is highest by
ents who were




KLEPTOCRACY AND RADICALIZATION (3/3)

w sl Sy Cha 3 1 Follow

g ElemiricReTimEng

Translation: Religious cormption,

financial corruption, political lad cian «oc dal Sdh Sk 3 Source:

corruption, and admimstrative and e s g B i s 1o l'r.:‘;hl Transparency

societal moral decadence. All of b 22Ty g Cut | ghall LgaSiag 33y A saed 3 JS International

this you get in countries ruled by Agalasy| ALl ABNAN A gt Defence and

— Security

Programme,
The Big Spin,
2017

Translation: And who opposes

the Islamic State? Drunkards who . Eoteettl o 2 Folow
: : AgaZla) Ayl potay La

a corrupt official who spends has sgrall Ay S iy e

whole life living from bribes; the G 0 gl 2dd e
gy Sy G Gty U] ety ANAT Jate

morally promiscuous and morally
degenerative; the religious leader
who scavenges his religion.



Irag and Afghanistan: large US military and civilian presence,
lives lost, vast expenditure of resources. Kleptocractic elements
vs. kleptocracy.

Kleptocratic actors posed clear threat:

> Ime of the state that we were trying to

Ist groups



Figure 1: Corruption and State Failure
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Kleptocracy has economic effects that slow growth and undercut
political stability:

> markets by adding costs and creating inefficiencies
>

>



Emerging but vulnerable democracies: Is this where we
might focus more policy attention and resources?

Some reformers in power

> )lic and civil society demanding reform

> D engage



Defense and security professionals tend to view corruption
as a “soft” governance challenge, and thus the realm of
development experts and diplomats, not the military.

Ism that outsiders can effectively




Long-term effort that will require years or decades of
sustained work. Long timelines do not mesh well with US

domestic politics, our budget process, or with personal
imelines.

0 enough intelligence
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